Qbituary: A Gave Begi nning
By

The Barryte Bros.



EXT. ETERNAL RI VER MORTUARY - AFTERNOON - 2004

JUNE (4) holds an open shoebox with a dead rabbit inside.
Her parents stand beside her. She wears a SKELETON KEY
NECKLACE.

JUNE
| wish M. Rabble didn't have to
di e.
MR. CROCKER
June, everyone dies eventually.
JUNE
WIIl you and Mom di e?
MRS. CROCKER
Vll... yes, honey, we will. But

that won’t be for a | ong-
SLAM A SATELLI TE CRUSHES bot h parents.

June | ooks horrified. A beat. She drops the shoe box.

TI TLE CARD - OBl TUARY

EXT. ETERNAL RI VER MORTUARY - MORNI NG
The tonbstones | ook | ovely.
Title Card: 10 years later.

SANDY (V. Q)
Hurry up, June. You don’t want to
be late for your first day of high
school !

| NT. ETERNAL RI VER MORTUARY - JUNE' S ROOM - CONTI NUOUS

JUNE CROCKER (14) packs her backpack. She wears a striped
| ong-sl eeve shirt, jeans and her skel eton key neckl ace.

The roomfeels a bit like it was copi ed out of an |kea
catalog with the exception of the taxiderm ed birds and a
few strewn about comcs. On the wall there are a handful of
phot os of June growi ng up and smling, but always al one.

JUNE
Just a nmonent, Sandy. Be right
there. Do you think | should I wear
nmy beani e?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

SANDY (O. S.)
| think it |ooks swell on you!

She sanmples it on and off in the mrror.

JUNE
Hhm . .

SANDY (O S.)
June, you’'re over-thinking this.
| nstead, think of all those people
just waiting to be your friends!

JUNE
| just hope nobody think I'm weird.

SANDY (O. S.)
Now why woul d anyone think that?

JUNE
Real | y?

She opens the door.
Ch, yeah. SANDY (15) is a ghost. Wspy tail and all
She wears | ate 1950s garb.
| NT. EETERNAL RI VER MORTUARY - MOMENTS LATER
Sandy follows June down the stairs. Ghosts here and there.
SANDY
Oh, June, don't be such a Worrisone

Wendy. It’s just school.

June wal ks through a burly Russian ghost, DM TRI, and a
ghost in a m smatched suit, LESTER CATFI ELD.

LESTER CATFI ELD
Good norning to you, June!

DM TR
Mor ni ng, June.

JUNE
Morning, M. Catfield. Mrning,
Drmitri.

SANDY

Everyone here | oves you. And you
want to know why? You're the
shar pest person any of us know

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

JUNE
|’mthe only person you-

As they reach the bottomof the stairs, an ERM EMPLOYEE
FLI NGS open the break room door.

ERM EMPLOYEE
June! | can’'t believe you re headed
off to school already!

The enpl oyee’ s nmout h unhinges |ike a snake’s and a Union
CGeneral ghost, TRULI SH GRAMPLIN (50), energes fromit.

TRULI SH GRAMPLI N
And not just any school! The school
named after me, CGeneral Trulish
Granplin! W nust comenorate this
nonent wi th a phot ograph!

He wi sps out; the enpl oyee coll apses.

TRULI SH GRAMPLI N ( CONT. )
Gat her ’round everyone!

Ghosts float over June excitedly and pose. Anrong them are
LADY PLUME, CARMEN and HI LARY, a Victorian, punker and
grunge ghost, respectively.

JUNE
This really isn't a big deal, guys.

LADY PLUVE
Nonsense. It’s |like you re coni ng
out as a | ady.

CARNMEN
That woul d have been Hell in
Victorian tines.
Hlary and Carnen | augh. A few other ghosts snicker.

TRULI SH GRAMPLI N
Settle down and smle, everyone.

A COLONI AL GHOST snaps a Polaroid - CLICK
The photo pops out. Everyone gathers around: It’s just June.
JUNE
...are you guys... gonna be okay
wi t hout ne?

Al the ghosts offer feigned reassurance.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

TRULI SH GRAMPLI N JUNE
O course, June! | nean, Oh, certainly, don't you
there are so many... urns worry about us. We'll be
to organize. .. pl enty busy.

CATFI ELD CARMEN
What are ya tal king about? You think we' |l run out
W'l be fine. things to do if you' re not

around? As if.

SANDY
Don’t worry about us, June. Now get
out there and make sonme friends!
-- ALTERNATE END TO SCENE- -
JUNE
kay... well... I'll see you al
after school then.
She | eaves.
A beat .

The ghosts panic.

LADY PLUVME CATFI ELD
Wth that [ovely youth What are we supposed to do
gone, ny existence seens with all these spare ashes?

so futile now

SANDY
Everyone! Everyone! Let’s not get
hysterical. There are certainly
things we can do wi thout around the
nmortuary w thout June.

LADY PLUME

But what about her? It’'s not safel
DM TR

She will be brai nwashed!
SANDY

Nonsense! She’'s going to just fine
because hi gh school’s the best!



I NT. TRULI SH GRAVPLI N H GH SCHOOL - HALLWAY

CHATTER. Grls titter. A bully, VINCE, slans a nerdy kid
W t h headgear, BLATSY, repeatedly against a | ocker.

PRI NCI PAL SHALAT
(Over the PA)
Good norning Trulish Ganplin H gh
School! This is Principal Shal at
speaki ng, wel com ng you back from
sumer break and w shing you a
wonder ful first day.

JUNE apprehensively enters and everything gets quiet.
STUDENTS mur mur as June wal ks through the crowd.

STUDENT 1
It’s that weirdo fromthe cenetery.

STUDENT 2
|’ ve heard about her. ..

STUDENT 3
She is different and I don’t know
her. That frightens and upsets ne.

JUNE
(to hersel f)
Well... this is going well...

VO CE (O C)
W tchl

THE BELL RINGS TO

| NT. ETERNAL RI VERS MORTUARY - LI VI NG ROOM
Sandy noves the Scottie Dog piece.

SANDY
Three, four, five... Oh, yay, Free
Par ki ng!

She claps quietly. DM TR, CATFI ELD and GRAMPLI N al so fl oat
around the Monopoly board. Carnen lazily struns her ghost
guitar. Lady Plunme does needl epoint.

DM TR
What is point of such game?

He flips the board over, pieces fly everywhere.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

SANDY
We can try sonething el sel

She hol ds up sone other board ganes. Perfection.

Subj ectivism The Gane.

TRULI SH GRAMPLI N
OCh, it'’s no use. What el se can we
do that doesn’t involve June...

They all think for a nonent.

SANDY

Oh, | bet June would know
CATFI ELD

Well, what are we waiting for?

Let’s go ask June!

I NT. TGHS - H STORY CLASS

Checkers.

Repeated soft THUMPI NG fromthe back of the classroom as

COACH MCKI NNEY, a bl oated sack of crap, spews-

COACH MCKI NNEY
Al right you sniveling bagworns,
wel come to Freshnen World Hi story!

June gl ances at sone students who then | ook away.

COACH MCKI NNEY ( CONT.)
Hi story of the world: Karns,
shawar ma and the Dal ai Larma! Now,
crab daggit, Vince Rasp! Wat are
you doin’ to that piss-ant?

Vince stops slamm ng Bl atsy’ s head agai nst the desk and

coolly lights a cigarette as he responds.

VI NCE
Just showi ng himwhere the desk is,
sir, is that a crinme?

COACH MCKI NNEY
Now, rip-tornit, Vince, don’t you
give ne that back-talkin guff.
W' re takin’ a march to Counsel or
Stien-Stien' s office, young nan!

As Vince and MKinney exit-

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED

CQOACH MCKI NNEY (CONT.)
Take out your books and start
mem ri zing fl ags!

SLAM
A BLONDE, LI SA RCSE, | eans over to June.

LI SA RCSE
So. You're the Cenetery Grl, huh?

JUNE
Oh, um yeah, | guess, but actually
nmy nanme i s Ju-

LI SA ROSE
You have to forgive everyone for
staring, Cenetery Grl. Nobody’s
ever seen you before... For the
| ongest tinme people were saying you
were sonme nonster made out of deer
parts. ..

Dai sy | aughs.

LI SA ROSE
VWere you home-school ed or
somet hi ng?

JUNE
Vel ..

| NT. ETERNAL Rl VER MORTUARY - BASEMENT
H STORY - June scrubs a corpse’s hand as-

PURI TAN GHOST
-and those godl ess Iroquois
warriors thought their King Phillip
woul d protect them -

EXT. ETERNAL RI VER MORTUARY - GRAVES - LATER
SCI ENCE - June digs a grave as-

SKI PPER GHOST
-W th steam you can harness
uni magi nabl e power to even travel
upriver-



| NT. ETERNAL RI VER MORTUARY - LOBBY - LATER

PRI SON SELF- DEFENSE - June rinses an urn as EDMUND, a ghost
ina prison uniform frantically sharpens a shiv-

EDMUND
-and | likes to leave it with sone
j agged-y edges, you see, to really
cuts 'em deep-

I NT. TGHS - H STORY CLASS - CONTI NUOUS

JUNE
Yes. ..

LI SA ROSE
Well, I only ever went to nornal
school . Anyway, |’m Lisa Rose and
these are ny besties, Daisy and
Violet.

DAl SY

W' re The Fl owers!
They "jazz-hands" around their faces.
LI SA ROSE
(extendi ng her hand)
You nust be so glad to neet ne.
Sandy floats through the wall.
SANDY
Oh, there she is! | found June,
everyone!

June al nost junps out of her seat.

SANDY
And she’s al ready nmade a few
friends!
Ghosts pass through the wall, and excitedly zip around

unnoti ced by everyone but June.

Qui ck swi sh-pans as June gl ances around-

Lady Plune floats by sone teens in mni skirts.
LADY PLUME

What sort of ghastly things are
t hey weari ng?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 9.

Dmtri inspects a US presidents chart wapping around the

DM TR
These are | eaders of US of A? Ha.

Trulish Granplin | ooks through a books on the desk.

TRULI SH GRAMPLI N
Real | y? My bi ography shoul d
definitely be core reading.

June | ooks horrified.

CARMEN
(to Hilary)
Looks |i ke she just saw a ghost.

Carmen and Hil ary snicker.

HI LARY
(through | aughter)
We say that all the time, but
sonmehow, it's still hilarious in
this instance!

LI SA ROSE
Un ..
JUNE
Ch. Sorry. Yes... Nice to neet you

They shake. Catfield floats through their handshake.
CATFI ELD

Legal Iy bi ndi ng agreenent, that
was!

June breaks the handshake, startl ed.

LI SA RCSE
| s everything okay, Cenetery Grl?

JUNE
Oh, uh, yeah, sorry Lisa, | just-

LI SA ROSE
Not Lisa, Lisa ROSE

DAl SY
Yeah! Lisa ROSE!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 10.

JUNE
...sorry, Lisa Rose.

June tries not to focus on the ghosts.

LI SA ROSE
It was a sinple mstake |’ m sure
you won’' t make agai n.

Dai sy | aughs.

CARMEN
(to Hilary)
| kind of hope she does...

June gl ares at Carnen.

LI SA ROSE (CONT.)
You know, I"ma bit surprised. For
soneone who lives with corpses, you
put yourself together pretty well.
.1 especially Iike your neckl ace.

JUNE
Oh, thanks. ..

LI SA ROSE
What do you want for it?

JUNE
VWhat ?

Li sa Rose brings up her purse, Sandy w sps over to it.

LI SA RCSE SANDY
(searching through her Ch ny goodness, June.
purse) Her purse is like a tiny

Let’s see... no... no... depart ment store!
JUNE
(through gritted teeth)
Sandy. ..

Sandy isn’t paying attention.
Nobody el se notices Sandy rifling through the purse.

LI SA ROSE
Un actually, it’s blonde, but good
effort. Here. W'll trade for ny
lip gloss. My daddy’' |l just buy ne
anot her one.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 11.

VI CLET
|’ ve al ways wanted that lip
gl oss. ..

LI SA ROSE
Shut up, Violet.

SANDY

(picking up a glitter stick)

Goo. Qitter!

CATFI ELD

This stuff nmust sell faster than
radi um wat er!

JUNE
Uh, no thanks, Lisa Rose. You can
put that down.

Catfield and Sandy | ook guilty and put down the glitter.

SANDY
Sorry. ..

LI SA RCSE
Ugh. What? Is that sonme overly
senti nental necklace fromyour dead

parents?

JUNE
Un.. that’'s an oddly specific
description... and yes...

LI SA ROSE
" msorry, | don't know if | heard
you correctly. You're rejecting ny
gift?

JUNE
Well it’s not really a gift if you
want ed ny-

LI SA ROSE
Ww, Cenetery Grl. | canme to you

of fering friendship. Mst would
kill for that. Don’t you want to
popul ar i nstead of sone weirdo?

DAl SY
Yeah! Wi rdol!

The ghosts gasp.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED
JUNE
| don’t want to be popul ar or
weird! | just want to be a nornal

student going to school to |earn.

LI SA ROSE
Well learn this, Cenetery Grl:
turning down this |ip gloss was the
bi ggest m stake of your life!

Li sa Rose SNAPS the lip gloss in half. Violet

SANDY
Wll, at least she didn't say she
hat ed your beani e!

VO CE (0. C.)
Wt ch!

12.

whi npers.

A bal |l ed up paper smacks June in the back of the head.

She grits her teeth.

I NT. TRULI SH GRAMPLI N HI GH SCHOOL - OUTSI DE HI STORY CLASS

JUNE
Vel |, there go nmy chances of
fitting in..

SANDY
Oh, don’t be such a Downtrodden
Debbi e!

CARMEN
Yeah, you have 5 nore classes to
knock ' em dead!

Carnmen and Hilary | augh.

H LARY
Sorry, she can’t turn it off!

June si ghs.
TRULI SH GRAMPLI N

Conme on! Buck up, June! Weather the
stormn

LOCKER SLAM TO.



13.

I NT. TRULI SH GRAMPLI N H GH SCHOOL - HALLWAY - LATER

June enpties her locker. Onit in lipstick is witten:
GO BACK TO YOUR GRAVE, CEMETERY GURL - <3 THE FLOWNERS

TRULI SH GRAMPLI N
Well, better |uck tonorrow

JUNE
| don’t want to try again tonorrow,
Granplin. This whol e day has been
horri bl e. Everyone' s so judgnental
And it certainly didn't help that
you all kept distracting ne in
cl ass. Everyone nust have thought |
was crazy whenever | tried to say
anyt hing to one of you.

CATFI ELD
But June! No one can hear you when
you talk to a ghost unless you want
t hem t o!

Everyone stares at him

CATFI ELD ( CONT’ D)

Oh wait, | got that one backwards
again. ..

JUNE
| had one shot at being normal. And
| blewit...

The ghosts | ook at each other, then | ook depressed..

TRULI SH GRAMPLI N

No... |l suppose we blewit...
JUNE (CONT.)

Let’s just go...
VO CE (O C)

Bef ore you go, can you open this

| ocker ?

June | eans over and cautiously opens a nearby | ocker.
BLATSY spills out.

BLATSY

Hey, thanks. | woul d have asked
earlier, but you sounded busy.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 14.

LADY PLUME
Oh, what wonderful manners he has.

BLATSY
Ch! Hey, you’'re June! Man, you were
pretty brave in history class- kind
of dunb considering that Lisa Rose
is the richest girl in Ludburrow

County... but still... pretty
brave... |I'm Bl atsy, by the way!
JUNE

Unh, hey, Blatsy. Look, | was just
headed hone so | -

BLATSY
Home? Oh, wow, ne too! W can
totally wal k together
Bl at sy runs on ahead. June stares after him

BLATSY (O C.)
Cone on, June, catch up

She grabs her backpack and runs after him

EXT. ETERNAL RI VER MORTUARY - LATER

Bl asty gl ances at the tonmbstones as he wal ks with
June. Sandy floats above.

BLATSY
Ww. So you really live at a
nortuary. ..

JUNE
Yeah. | can’t exactly bl ame people
for thinking I'mweird...

BLATSY
Vell of course you' re weird, but
that’s what makes you cool. | nean
we're all alittle weird; Iike, |

have a gl and probl em

SANDY
And |’ ve been fifteen since 1959!

They’ ve reached the nortuary | obby entrance.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 15.

JUNE
So it’s normal to be weird then...
BLATSY
Yeah, how strange is that, right?
A beat.
BLATSY ( CONT' D)
Vell, it was nice talking to you
June. ...It’s so cool to have a

friend at school. See ya tonorrow
He starts to head off.

JUNE
Blatsy. Wait. Wuld you like to
meet ny famly?

Bl atsy sm | es.
JUNE
Everyone! | want you to neet,
Bl at sy! You can reveal yourselves
to him He's a friend.

GHOSTS nmaterialize and shout greetings at him

SANDY LADY PLUME
Hi ya, Bl atsy! Charnmed to neet you, young
sir.
EDMUND CLOMNN GHOST
Brought a live one, she (throwi ng confetti and
di d! spi ders)
It’s a friendship party!
JUNE
You see, Blatsy, all ny friends are
dead... uh, Blatsy are you okay?

Blatsy’s eyes are wide. Al the ghosts fall silent.

BLATSY
This. |Is so. Cool.

The ghosts CHEER and June SM LES.
TRULI SH GRAMPLI N

Let’s commenorate this victory with
a phot ogr aph!



16.

June, the ghosts and Blatsy enter the nortuary, revealing an
ominous linmo at the bottomof the hill

I NT. LI MO - CONTI NUCUS
Li sa Rose puts down her binoculars which are still hanging
from Violets neck choking her a bit. Lisa Rose turns to
Vi ol et and Dai sy.
LI SA ROSE
So it seens the Cenetery Grl has
made a friend..
| NT. ETERNAL RI VER MORTUARY LOBBY
The canera flashes and the ghosts, June and Bl atsy gat her
around as the photo rolls out.
I NT. LI MO - CONTI NUCUS
LI SA ROSE
... but if she thinks she that w |
hel p her get through high school,
wel | ...
| NT. ETERNAL RI VER MORTUARY LOBBY - CONTI NUOUS
In the photo: June and Bl atsy stand together; Blatsy’s
poi nting at a ghost no | onger visible. Everyone SM LES.
I NT. LIMO - CONTI NUCUS
LI SA ROSE
...We’' Il be sure to be The Fl owers
on her grave.
EXT. LIMO - CONTI NOUS

As the lino drives off, Lisa Rose |aughs, then-

VI OLET (V.Q.)
Can | have ny binocul ars back?

LI SA ROSE (V. Q)
Shut up, Violet.



